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Avar language 


Avar^ 1 ^ (Marlapyn MaqI Magarul mac ', [maTarul mats' ], "language of the mountains") or 

, [3] [4] 


(ABap MaqI Awar mac' [awar mats'] "Avar language"), also known as Avaric, is a 
language that belongs to the Avar-Andic group of the Northeast Caucasian family primarily 
spoken in Dagestan. 
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Geographic distribution 


Status 


Dialects 


There are two main dialect groups: the northern, which includes Khunzakh, Kazbek, Gunib, 
Gumbet and others; and the southern, which includes Andalal, Gidatl', Antsukh, Charoda, 
Tlyarata, Tsumada, Tsunta and others. 


Morphology 


Avar is an agglutinative language, of SOV order. 


Avar 

Avaric 

Marlapy/i MaqI. ABap MaqI 

Magarul mac Awar mac ' 


Native to 


Ethnicity 
Native speakers 
Language family 


Russia, 

Azerbaijan, 
Kazakhstan, 
Georgia and 
Turkey 
Avars 

1,000,000 (2010)W 

Northeast 

Caucasian 


■ Avar-Andic 

■ Avar 

Writing system Cyrillic (current) 

Georgian, Arabic, 
Latin (historical) 

Official status 

Official language in Dagestan (Russia) 
Language codes 


It is spoken mainly in the western and southern parts of the Russian Caucasus republic of 
Dagestan, and the Balaken, Zaqatala regions of north-western Azerbaijan.^ Some Avars live in 
other regions of Russia. There are also small communities of speakers living in the Russian 
republics of Chechnya and Kalmykia; in Georgia, Kazakhstan, Ukraine, Jordan, and the 
Marmara Sea region of Turkey . It is spoken by about 762,000 people worldwide. UNESCO 
classifies Avar as vulnerable to extinction.^ 


It is one of six literary languages of Dagestan, where it is spoken not only by the Avar, but also 
serves as the language of communication between different ethnic groups. 


ISO 639-1 


ISO 639-2 


ISO 639-3 


Linguist List 


Glottolog 


av (https://www.l 
oc.gov/standards/ 
±so639-2/php/lang 
codes_name.php?ls 
o_639_l=av) - 

Avaric 

ava (https://www. 
loc.gov/standard 
s/iso639-2/php/la 
ngcodes_name.php? 
code_ID=35) — 

Avaric 

Either: 
ava - Avaric 
oav - Old Avar 
ava (http://multi 
tree.org/codes/av 
a) - Avar 

oav (http://multi 
tree.org/codes/oa 
v) - Old Avar 
avarl256 (http:// 
glottolog.org/res 
ource/languoid/i 
d/avarl256)t 2 ! 


Adverbs do not inflect, outside of inflection for noun class in some adverbs of place: e.g. the /b/ 
in / 3 ani-b/ "inside" and /tse-b-e/ "in front". Adverbs of place also distinguish locative, allative, and ablative forms suffixally, such as / 3 am- 
b/ "inside", / 3 ani-b-e/ "to the inside", and / 3 ani-sa/ "from the inside", /-go/ is an emphatic suffix taken by underived adjectives. 


Phonology 



























Consonant phonemes of Avar! 6 ! 






Alveolar 








Labial 



central 

lateral 

Palatal 





Pharyngeal 

Glottal 




lenis 

fortis 

lenis 

fortis 

lenis 

fortis 


lenis 

fortis 

lenis 

fortis 



Nasal 

m 

n 














voiced 

b 

d 







9 






Plosive 

voiceless 

P 

t 







k 

k: 




? 


ejective 


t' 







k' 

k: ' 





Affricate 

voiceless 


ts 

ts: 

tj 

t~J: 


fl: 





qx: 



ejective 


ts' 

ts:' 

11" 

Fj:' 


(Fl:') 





qx: ' 



Fricative 

voiceless 


s 

s: 

J 

I■ 

1 

1: 


X 

x: 

X 

X: 

H 


voiced 


z 


3 







b 


<r 

h 

Trill 




r 











Approximant 

w 





1 


j 








There are competing analyses of the distinction transcribed in the table with the length sign ( : ). Length is part of the distinction, but so is 
articulatory strength, so they have been analyzed as fortis and lenis. The fortis affricates are long in the fricative part of the contour, e.g. [ts: ] 
(tss), not in the stop part as in geminate affricates in languages such as Japanese and Italian [t : s] (tts). Laver (1994) analyzes e.g. tl : as a 
two-segment affricate-fricative sequence /til/ (/t*l/)J 7 ^ Avar has five vowels, /a, e, i, o, u/. 

Writing system 

There were some attempts to write the Avar language in the Georgian alphabet as early as the 14th century.The use of Arabic script for 
representing Avar in marginal glosses began in the 15th century. The use of Arabic, which is known as ajam, is still known today.™ 

As part of Soviet language re-education policies in 1928 the Ajam was replaced by a Latin alphabet, which in 1938 was in turn replaced by 
the current Cyrillic scrip t. Essentially, it is the Russian alphabet plus one additional letter called palochk a (stick, I). As that letter cannot be 
typed with common keyboard layouts, it is often replaced with a capital Latin letter i ( I ), small Latin letter L (/), or the numerical digit 1. 

Orthography 


The Avar language is usually written in the Cyrillic script . The letters of the alphabet are (with their pronunciation given below in IPA 
transcription): [6][10] 


A a 

E 6 

B B 

r r 

r-b Cb 

Tb rb 

n rl 

Afl 

/a/ 

Ibl 

/w/ 

Igl 

M 

Ihl 

IS/ 

/d/ 

E e 

E e 

>K >K 

33 

I/I n 

I/I ii 

K K 

Kb Kb 

lei, l\el 

/jo/ 

ty 

Izl 

m 

/j/ 

Ikl 

/qx:'/ 

Kb Kb 

KI kI 

KIkI kIkI 

Kk kk 

f] n 

/II /il 

/lb /ib 

/lb/lb /lb/lb 

/fl: 7 

Ik'l 

Ik: 7 

lk:l 

m 

/Fl:/ 

III 

11:1 

M M 

H H 

O o 

n n 

p P 

C c 

Cc cc 

Tt 

Iml 

Ini 

lol 

Ipl 

Irl 

Isl 

ls:l 

IV 

TI TI 

Yy 

4> cb 

Xx 

Xx xx 

Xb xb 

Xb Xb 

XbXb XbXb 

It'l 

/u/ 

IV 

/x/ 

ix-i 

/qx:/ 

/x/ 

lx:l 

XI xl 

Uq 

Uq qq 

UUql 

Ulql qlql 

q 4 

94 44 

MI 4l 

M 

/ts/ 

/ts:/ 

/ts'/ 

Its: 7 

/tj/ 

/FJ:/ 

it!'' 

Mini mIhI 

111 w 

LU Lit 

tb 

bl bi 

b b 

3a 

K) ki 

/FJ:'/ 

/;/ 

/J:/ 

/?/ 

HI 


lei 

l\ul 


a 

/ja/ 


History 


The literary language is based on the dojiMaql (bolmac ')—bo = "army" or "country", and mac ' = "language"—the common language used 
between speakers of different dialects and languages. The bolmac ' in turn was mainly derived from the dialect of Khunzakh, the capital and 
cultural centre of the Avar region, with some influence from the southern dialects. Nowadays the literary language is influencing the dialects, 
levelling out their differences. 








The most famous figure of modern Avar literature is Rasul Gamzatov (died November 3, 2003), the People's Poet of Dagestan. Translations 
of his works into Russian have gained him a wide audience all over the former Soviet Union. 


Samples 


English 

Avar 

Transliteration 

IPA 

Hello! 

BopnlaMn! 

Worg’ami! 

/worf]"’ami/ 

How are you doing? 

Hn6 xlan 6yre6? 

§gib hal bugeb? 

If: ib Hal bugeb/ 

How are you? 

1/1 lu kuh 6yre6? 

i§ kin bugeb? 

/if kin bugeb/ 

What is your name? 

flyqa plap lli,m6? 

Duda c’ar §§ib? 

/duda ts’ar f : ib/ 

How old are you? 

flyp naH coh 6yre6? 

Dur gan son bugeb? 

/dur tjan son bugeb/ 

Where are you going? 

MyH km Be UHa ByreB? 

Mun kiwe inawugew? 

/mun kiwe ina wugew/ 

Sorry! 

TIaca /vbyrba! 

T’asa tufia! 

/t’asa luha/ 

Where is the little boy going? 

KnBe rbmluHaB Bac ytteB ByreB? 

Kiwe (lit'inaw was unew wugew? 

/kiwe hit'inaw was unew wugew/ 

The boy broke a bottle. 

Bacac Luntua 6eKaHa. 

Wasas giga bekana. 

/wasas JiJa bekana/ 

They are building the road. 

fbe3 Hyx 6ane (rba6y/ie6) 6yro. 

JHez nux bale (fiabuleb) bugo. 

/hez nuy b a le (habuleb) bugo/ 


See also 


■ Northeast Caucasian languages 

■ Languages of the Caucasus 
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■ Avar language corpus (http://korpus.baltoslav.eu/index.php?mova=en) (in English, Russian, Polish and Belarusian) 

■ Avar Cyrillic-Latin text and website converter (http://baltoslav.eu/lat/index.php?j=mg&n=3&mova=en) 

■ Online Avar-Russian dictionary (http://avar.me/) 

■ Avar language information in Russian (http://www.philology.ru/linguistics4/madiyeva-67.htm) 
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